On  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  Condi 


WEST BURY  URBAN 


for  the  Year 


1970 


DISTRICT 


WEST BURY  URBAN 


DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 
Portway  House, 

Warminster, 


Councillor  M.W.  Jones, 

Chairman,  Westbury  Urban  District  Council. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Heport  for  the  year  D970 
relating  to  the  state  of  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  co.ncu  '-.ion 
of  the  Westbury  Urban  District.  With  it  is  the  report  of  year 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


S.  E.  Cupples. 


October  1971. 


' 
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WESTBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Chairman  of  the  Council: 

Vice  Chairman: 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee : 

Members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee: 


To  Mav  1970 

Mrs.  P.F.Oundick  J.P. 

H.W.  Earle 

B.J .Gray 


From  May  1970 
H.W.  Earle 
M.W.  Jones 

Mrs.  P.F.Cundick  J.P. 


Chairman  of  the  Council  )  . 

Vice  Chairman  of  the  Council)  ex  0  1010 


R.H.  Candy 
N.A.  Giles 
B.J.  Gray 
Mr s .  J . R . Holloway 
Mrs.  E . M . Ingram 
Dr .  N . S . Salisbury 
W .F .  Vivash  J .P . 


Mrs .  J . R .Holloway 
Mrs.  E.M. Ingram 
R.G-.  Riclc&rd 
A.E.Sach 
Dr . N . S . Sail sbury 
W.F. Vivash  J.P. 


Representatives  of  the  Council  on  other  Bodies: 

West  Wilts  Water  Board:  H.W.  Earle 

Deputy  M.W. Jones 

Wiltshire  Urban  District  Councils  Association : 

R.H. Candy  H.W.  Earle  L.R.Webb 

South  Western  Development  Association 
W.G. Taylor 

Westburv  Road  Safety  Committee 

R.G. Rickard  A.E.Sach  L.R.Webb 

National  Playing  Field  association  (Westbury  Branch). 
R.G.  Edwards 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  authority: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Joseph  Reynolds  M. C . ,  L.R.C .P .Edin. , 
L.R.C.S.,  Edin.,  L.R.F.P.  &  S.Glas., 
D.P.H.(Eng. ) 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  ) 

C.R.  Driver  M.R.S.H.  ) 

additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  ^ 

J.E. Sisson,  M.A.P.H.I.  ) 


Office 

Craven  House, 

Warminster. 

Telephone:  Warminster  3423/9 

Council  Offices , 

Westbury. 

Telephone:  Westbury  2231 


Clerks  (Warminster  Office): 

Miss  K.V.  Jones 
Mrs.  E.  Bowyer 
Miss  M.P.  Street 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  holds  the  appointments  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Warminster  and  Rural  District 
of  Warminster  and  Westbury.  He  is  also  a  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Wiltshire  County  Council. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor  to  the  Council.  The 
additional  Public  Health  Inspector  also  spends  much  time  on  Surveyor's  work. 
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STATISTICS  a.HD  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

(Fi  gures  in  brackets  refer  to  1969 ) 


Area  of  the  District  (in  acres) 

Population  -  Registrar  General's  estimate 
as  at  30th  June  1970 

Density  of  Population  -  persons  per  acre 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  and  flats  as  at 
31st  March  1970 

Number  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  March  1970 

Number  of  Applications  for  Council  Houses 
outstanding  at  31st  March  1971 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  March  1971 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

Local  Authority  Debt  per  head  of  population 
Loan  Dept  per  £  of  Rateable  Value  -  Westbuiy 


3,686 

6,090 

(6,080) 

1.6 

(  1.6) 

2,250 

(2,l6l) 

635 

(  634) 

61 

(  86) 

£353,120 

(£349,590) 

£  1,405 

(£1,353) 

£  210.95  (  £210) 

£  3.83  (£3.13s.Od.) 


The  town  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  escarpment  of  Salisbury  Plain 
and  with  the  recent  development  of  the  centre  its  character  is  slowly  beginning 
to  change.  The  provision  of  a  new  shopping  centre  and  adjacent  and  adequate 
car  parking  facilities  is  drawing  visitors  from  a  much  wider  area.  The 
provision  of  modern  public  lavatories,  for  the  use  of  which  no  charge  is  made, 
is  also  an  incentive  for  motorists  to  visit  the  town  and  at  the  same  time  this 
preserves  the  amenities  of  the  surrounding  rural  district.  The  site  is  healthy 
since  the  escarpment  at  this  position  changes  direction  from  north  to  north¬ 
east,  and  the  prevailing  wind  from  the  south-west  removes  any  suggestion  of 
atmospheric  pollution.  The  chief  landmark,  the  White  Horse,  commemorating 
the  Battle  of  Ethandune  is  a  familiar  sight  to  railway  travellers  passing 
through  the  important  junction  where  the  main  lines  from  Paddington  to  the  Nest 
Country  and  Southampton  to  Bristol  intersect. 

The  chief  industries  comprise: - 

British  Railways  (Western  Region)  with  its  extensive 
junction  and  locomotive  sheds  for  the  maintenance  of 
diesel  rolling  stock. 

Several  Glove  Manufacturers 
Food  Processing 
Cement  Manufacture 
Building  Contractors 

Concrete  Manufacturing  Company  Limited 
Umbrella  Factory 
Agricultural  Engineers 
Coach  Builders 

Civil  Engineering  Contractors 
Manufacture  of  Synchronized  Clocks 
Engraving 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30265915 


COMPARABILITY  of  rates 


The  figures  for  deaths  include  those  of  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  who  were 
stationed  in  the  area.  The  population  figures  given  relate  to  the  home  populations 
(i.e.  also  including  members  of  the  Armed  Forces  stationed  in  the  area).  The  area 
comparability  factors  for  use  with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments 
for  boundary  c  hinges  and  make  allowances  for  the  way  in  which  tie  sex  and  age  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

In  addition,  the  death  area  comparability  factors  have  been  adjusted  specifically 
to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  in  each  area.  When 
local  crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  area  comparabili 
factor,  they  are  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area  for  that  year. 

a)  Live  Births  Male  F emale 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 
the  Urban  District 

Live  Birth  rate  of  the  Urban  District  after 
correction  by  Area  Comparability  Factor 
(l.l4)  which  permits  comparison  with 
National  statistics  below 

Live  Birth  Bate  per  1,000  population  of 
the  County  of  Wiltshire 

live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 
England  and  Wales 


53 

48 

5 


54 

52 

2 


17.6 


20.1 


17.2 

16.0 


Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to 
national  rate 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage  of 
all  live  births 

b)  Still  Births 

TOTAL 

Legitimate 

c)  Deaths 

Number  of  Deaths  as  enumerated  by 
Registrar  General 

Death  Rage  per  1,000  population  of  the 
Urban  District 

Death  rate  after  correction  by  Area 
Comparability  Factor  (l.Ol)  which  permits 
comparison  with  National  Statistics  below 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  of  the 
County  of  Wiltshire 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  of 
England  and  Wales 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to 
national  rate 

d)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

TOTaL 

Legitimate 

e)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  L  weeks  of  age 
TOTAL 

Legitimate 

f)  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  of  age 

TOTaL 

Legitimate 


1.25 


7 

1  0 

1  0 

Male  Female  Total 

45  39  84 


13.8 

13.9 

10.7 

11.7 
1.19 


1  1 
1  1 


1  1 
1  1 


1  1 
1  1 
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TABLE  C F  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 
(local  rates  after  correction  by  Area  Factors) 


General  Information  (cont'd) 


Department  of  Employment  &  Productivity 

Weymouth  Street, 

Warminster. 

Hours  9  a.n.  to  5  p.m.  Telephone  Warminster  2351. 


Registrar  of  Births.  Marriages  and  Deaths 

The  Avenue, 

Warminster. 


Telephjne  Warminster  34-35 


Hours 

Monday  2.30  -  L+  p.m. 
Wednesday  10  -  11.30  a.m. 
Friday  10-12  noon. 


Laverton  Institute 
Westbury. 

Telephone  Westbury  2122 


Tuesday  9.30  -  11  a.m. 
Thursday  9 >30  -  11  a.m. 
Friday  3  -  4  p.m. 


Mental  Health  Officer 

Mr.  T.  Hodgson. 

Telephone  Trowbridge  4OS4. 


During  office  hours 

Trowbridge  Health  Clinic 
The  Halve, 

Trowbridge . 


-11- 


SECTION  C 


PREVENTION  AID  CONTROL  ON  INFECTIOUS  AID  OTHER  DISEASES 

Supplies  of  certain  Prophylactic  and  therapeutic  agents  can  be  obtained 
in  an  emergency  from: 


The  Chief  Pharmacist, 

Ham  Green  Hospital,  Pill,  Bristol. 

Telephone  Bristol  (0275&1)  2667 

The  preparations  held  are: 


Anthrax  Antiserum 
Botulinum  Antitoxin 
Human  Antitetanus  Immunoglobulin 
Ovine  Antitetanus  Serum 
Pralidoxime  Mesylate  (P2S) 

Special  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  anthrax  have  been  provided  by  the 
South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Claverton  Down  Hospital,  Bath. 

This  hospital  also  holds  anti-anthrax  serum  for  prophylactic  use  and  for 
the  treatment  of  patients  sensitive  to  penicillin. 


The  Wiltshire  'County  Council  will  arrange  for  persons  at  risk  from  anthrax 
to  be  immunized  ..against  this  disease. 

Poia  mis  Information  Service 


A  National  Poisons  Information  Service  has  been  established  at  Guy’s  Hospital, 
London  S.E.I.  (HOP  7600)  to  provide  information  to  medical  practitioners  so. as 
to  facilitate  treatment  in  cases  of  acute  poisoning.  This  2 4  hour  service  is 
not  available  to  members  of  the  public. 


Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  197 Q 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

--2  11  26  36-  2  111- 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


Meningo co  ccal 
Infections 

Food  Poisoning 


1 


1961  1962  1963  196a  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 


Measles  307  2  13  184 

Whooping  Cough  12  13  1  1 

Lobar  Pheumonia  -2-4 

Scarlet  Fever  21-8 

Erysipelas  12-1 

Dysentery  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  -  -  1  - 

Meningococcal 

Infections 


37 

1 

4 


146 

4 


1 

1 


57 

2 

10 

1 

2 


32 


80 


1 

1 


Food  Poisoning  -  --  --  -  ~  ~ 

Section  A7  National  -assistance  Apt  19A8 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 


Total 

80 

6 

1 

1 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

'There  are  .no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  urban  district. 
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Tube rculo sis 


Pul go nary 

»  '  Male  F  omale 

Cases  on  Pegister  31.12.69  13  6 

New  cases  notified 
during  1970 

Transfer  in  - 

Deaths 

Recovered  and  removed  from 
Register 

Transferred  out  of  district 

Cases  on  Register  31.12.70  13  6 

Notifications  and  Deaths  during  the  years 


Non- Pulmonary 


Male  Female 

15  13 


15  13 


Year  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 
ratifications  Deaths 


No n-Pulmo narv  Totals 

Tuberculosis 

Notifications  Deaths  Notifications  Deaths 


1961 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

1962 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1963 

— 

— 

— 

1964 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1965 

3 

H 

1 

T) 

4 

1966 

— 

— 

— 

r+ 

_ 

1967 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1968 

— 

— 

_ 

1969 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1970 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Number  of 

cases 

on  Re  els ter  at  end 

of  each 

year 

Pulmonary 

No  n-Pulmo  na  rv 

Total 

I96I 

28 

28 

56 

1962 

25 

26 

51 

1963 

23 

26 

49 

1964 

22 

27 

49 

1965 

24 

28 

52 

1966 

22 

28 

50 

1967 

21 

28 

49 

1968 

19 

28 

47 

1969 

19 

28 

47 

1970 

19 

28 

47 

Mass  Radiography  Service 

L  unit  of  this  service  visits  on  alternate 

The  Central  Car  Park,  Warminster. 
The  Market  Car  Park,  Trowbridge. 

Cork  Street,  Car  Park,  Frorne. 


Tuesdays  and  is  stationed  at: 

1.30  p.m.  to  2.30  p.m. 

3.30  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

10.30  a.m.  to  11.30  a.n. 
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I^MMIZXTIOH  and  SMiJTLPOX  V^CCIMhTION  STATISTICS  1970 


(The  figures  are  supplied  by  ceurtesy  of  Dr.  C.D.L.  Lycett  C.M.O.  H.  Wilts) 


Children  born  in  years 

1961- 

1955 
-  60 

1  OTHERS 
under 

I  16 . 

1970 

!  1969 

9 - 

1968 

1967 

1966 

-  6  5 

Priuary  irams. 

completed 

during 

1970 

Diph. 

38 

> 

49 

— 

2 

— 

3 

- 

Who Cough 

38 

49 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Tetanus 

38 

49 

—  ' 

2 

- 

7 

1 

• 

. 

_  _ . 

Measles 

68 

23 

2 

7 

3 

" 

Polio 

41 

48 

- 

2 

- 

4 

2 

Reinforcing 

irams.  given 

inl970 

Diph. 

- 

20 

44 

3 

40 

16 

— 

Wh.  Cough 

- 

9 

40 

3 

2 

2 

- 

Tetanus 

- 

20 

44 

3 

40 

17 

4 

! 

* 

. 

Polio 

i 

-  ! 
L 

22 

43 

4 

40 

21 

* 

- — —  — ■ 

SMELT, POX 

T . .  1  —  — 

Me 

—  — — f - —  — 

mths 

Years 

ii.ge  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

— 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

22 

5 

re- Vac cinati 0  ns 

_ 

- 

4 
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SECTION  D 


water  supplies 


Water  to  the  Urban  District  is  supplied  by  the  West  Wilts  Water  Board 
from  the  source  at  Wellhead  which  is  connected  to  the  main  Board 
supplies  at  Upton  -Scudamore. 


All  occupied  dwelling  houses  in  the  Urban  District  receive  a  supply 
from  the  Water  Board's  mains,  save  for  an  isolated  farm  with  a  private 
water  supply  which  has  been  regularly  sampled  and  shown  to  be  free  from 
pollution. 


Supplies  have  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  generally  satisfactory 
in  quality  save  in  the  most  important  respect  -  the  fluoride  content. 

In  the  water  supplied  to  Westbury  the  content  is  ,14  p.p.m.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  at  the  level  of  1,0  p.p.m. 
is  a  highly  effective  way  of  reducing  dental  decay  and  is  completely  safe. 
This  most  important  public  health  measure  should  be  put  into  operation 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 


The  Chi  ef  Publi  r>  H.-a.l'bh  h)8foa<or  2ia.o  provddod  the  folloving  report :- 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  87  private  dwellings  were  completed. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  arrangement  made  with  the  Warminster  and  Westbury  Rural  District  Council 
for  the  sharing  facilities  at  their  refuse  tip  in  Penleigh  continues  to  work 
satisfactorily. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

During  the  year  one  Closing  Order  was  confirmed  fey  the  Council. 

In  respect  of  another  property,  the  owners  had  given  an  undertaking  under 
Section  l6  (4)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  Two  premises  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  had  been  in  force,  had  been  made  fit  for  hab_i  i.aKon  and  the 
Closing  orders  had  been  revoked  accordingly. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

Further  consideration  had  been  given  to  the  problems  of  sludge  drying  and  disposa 
The  Council  resolved  that  the  works  recommended  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Consulti 
Engineers  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £4,550,  be  not  carried  out  and  that  instead, 
the  Consulting  Engineers  prepare  a  scheme  for  mechanical  sludge  treatment. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

36  lbs.  meat,  24  lb  3  tinned  food  and  4  cwts  frozen  food  wdre  surrendered  after 
being  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  swimming  baths,  open  for  the  summer  season  only,  catered  for  approximately 
24,300  swimmers,  including  visitors. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Public  Health  Act 
Housing  Act 
Complaints 
Drain  Tests 
Factories  Sc  Workshops 
Pests  Act  (incl.  Rodent  Ops 
initial  visits/ 

Petroleum  Act 
Bakehouses 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Food  Shops 
Dairies 

Informal  Notices  Served 
Statutory  Notices  Served 

Number  of  premises 

Butchers 

Grocery  and  Provisions 
Cafes  and  snack  bars 
Fruiterers  and  greengrocers 
Bakeries 

Confectionery  shops 
Hotels  and  public  houses 


22 

30 

950 

206 

3 

120 

10 

2 

5 

26 

3 

2 

nil 


6 

11 

5 

3 

2 

3 

11 


Regs.  16  Sc  19 
Comply. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

- 

- 

- 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

33 

- 

-• 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

33 

- 

« 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

£  Referred 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

to  H.M. 

(4) 

by  H.M. 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

■  - 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

Other  offences  against 
the  act 

TOTAL: 

. 

1 

“ 

- 

— 

OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134) 


No.  of  outworkers  in  August  list  required  by 

Section  110  (l)  (c) 

Wearing  apparel  (Making  etc.) 

51 

Umbrellas  etc. 

2 

Textile  weaving 

— 

4} 

TOTAL: 

53 

6 

I 


